
When Once Destroyed tells the true 
story of Somerset, a small Indiana town 
that was erased during a mid-century 
federal project. It blends personal 
storytelling with regional history and 
has connected particularly well with 
readers interested in local heritage and 
community identity.

WHEN ONCE WHEN ONCE 
DESTROYEDDESTROYED

A Historical Memoir  A Historical Memoir  
of the Life andof the Life and

Death of a Small TownDeath of a Small Town
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What price, in the name of progress, do we  What price, in the name of progress, do we  
pay for our hubris in the manipulation of nature?pay for our hubris in the manipulation of nature?

 

As a local host of WVPE’s s a local host of WVPE’s All Things Considered, All Things Considered, Sid Shroyer is no stranger Sid Shroyer is no stranger 
to local events that tell a larger story. In this powerful historical memoir, to local events that tell a larger story. In this powerful historical memoir, 
he explores a story in his own family’s archive: the destruction of his fa-he explores a story in his own family’s archive: the destruction of his fa-

ther’s boyhood home in small town Somerset, Indiana.ther’s boyhood home in small town Somerset, Indiana.
What begins as a letter to his grandson about his father becomes investigative What begins as a letter to his grandson about his father becomes investigative 

reporting and research into government records that reveal a dark secret. The reporting and research into government records that reveal a dark secret. The 
forced flooding of his father’s home was a result of biased social policies and per-forced flooding of his father’s home was a result of biased social policies and per-
sonal ambition.sonal ambition.

In this powerful exposé, discover how a flood-control reservoir was sold off the In this powerful exposé, discover how a flood-control reservoir was sold off the 
books, twisted in the name of community recreation and economic development, books, twisted in the name of community recreation and economic development, 
left those most affected without a voice . . . and ended in disaster.left those most affected without a voice . . . and ended in disaster.

Shroyer’s story is one of the past and the present, both a deeply personal ac-Shroyer’s story is one of the past and the present, both a deeply personal ac-
count for his grandson, and a searing commentary of what the powerful can do to count for his grandson, and a searing commentary of what the powerful can do to 
the powerless—and why environmental activism in rural communities continues the powerless—and why environmental activism in rural communities continues 
to be as important now as ever.to be as important now as ever.

SID SHROYERSID SHROYER  is an NPR affiliate broadcaster, writer, and essayist.  is an NPR affiliate broadcaster, writer, and essayist. 
He has been the local host of WVPE’s He has been the local host of WVPE’s All Things Considered,All Things Considered, was the co-creator  was the co-creator 
of a monthly entertainment program calledof a monthly entertainment program called The Wild Rose Moon Radio Hour,  The Wild Rose Moon Radio Hour, and and 
contributes regular essays to a WVPE segment called contributes regular essays to a WVPE segment called Michiana Chronicles.Michiana Chronicles. He  He 
spent 27 years as an English teacher at New Prairie High School, where he created spent 27 years as an English teacher at New Prairie High School, where he created 
classes on the Holocaust and the Vietnam War. He grew up in rural Indiana, and classes on the Holocaust and the Vietnam War. He grew up in rural Indiana, and 
currently lives in South Bend. For more of his writing, visit SidShroyer.com.currently lives in South Bend. For more of his writing, visit SidShroyer.com.

a profoundly moving piece
of American history.”  

Robert Wuthnow,
author of The Left Behind

 “. . . . 

—
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“Having grown up in a small rural community, and 
having spent years as a sociologist studying small 
towns, I was impressed with the depth of detail and 
insight in these pages.” 

—Robert Wuthnow, author of  The Left Behind: 
Decline and Rage in Small-Town America

Sid Shroyer is a retired high 
school English teacher and an 
NPR affiliate broadcaster, 
writer, and essayist. He grew 
up in rural north central 
Indiana and has lived since 
1977 in South Bend. 

sidshroyer.com. 

“. . . a brilliant example of the craft of storytelling. It’s also 
a painful reminder of all the stories that exist around us 
yet go untold or become forgotten.” 

—Barbara Anguiano, Journalist/Audio Producer, WFYI 
Public Media

“Shroyer skillfully pieces together newspaper stories, 
personal letters, government reports, archival papers, 
survey maps, secret plans, oral histories, outright lies, a 
murder, broken promises, small-town politics, and 
congressional acts in order to corroborate a complex 
story of American power and its victims.“

—April Lidinsky, professor of women’s and gender 
studies, Indiana University South Bend

..a grandson with my father’s name opened 

the door for me to tell a story that I have 

carried for as long as I can remember.

Title details

ISBN 13: 978-1-63-489815-7

Price: $20.00
Format: Softcover
Trim size: 5.5 x 8.5

Pages: 365
Publication date: Nov. 4, 2025

BISAC: History, United States, State & Local
Publisher: Wise Ink Creative Publishing
Distribution Partners: Ingram & Itasca


